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Taxonomy
Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Felidae

Taxon Name:ÊÊOtocolobus manul (Pallas, 1776)

Synonym(s):
¥ Felis manul Pallas, 1776

Common Name(s):

¥ English: Pallas's Cat, Manul
¥ French: Chat manul
¥ Spanish: Gato de Pallas, Gato Manul

Taxonomic Notes:
The PallasÕs Cat has retained the monotypic genus Otocolobus and has been placed within the Leopard
Cat lineage (Johnson et al. 2006). O'Brien and Johnson (2007) estimated that Otocolobus manul
diverged from a Leopard Cat ancestor approximately 5.9 million years ago.

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Near Threatened ver 3.1

Year Published: 2016

Date Assessed: April 22, 2014

Justification:

PallasÕs Cat has a wide but fragmented distribution in the grasslands and montane steppe of Central
Asia. Even in optimal steppe habitat in Mongolia PallasÕs Cats occur at a very low density of two to six
PallasÕs Cats/100 km2 (Ross in prep.). Their low density is believed to be a result of interspecific
predation which restricts their use of habitats to those with good cover from predators, whilst
maintaining access to prey. A consequence of habitat specialization is that a low percentage of the
landscape is suitable for their needs, and their low density means that relatively large areas are required
for conservation of viable populations (Ross et al. 2012). PallasÕs Cats are dependent on marmot
burrows or other available cavities to provide dens for daily use and rearing young, which further
restricts habitat availability (Ross et al. 2010a). Using the PallasÕs Cat studbook data (Barclay 2013)
generation length has been estimated at 3.61 years. However, most populations now experience
disturbances resulting in reduced lifespan and lower reproductive output (e.g. Ross 2009). Predation by
sympatric carnivores, domestic dogs and human offtake are the main causes of mortality (Ross 2009).
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While recent records have resulted in small expansions of the species known range, increases in the
number and extent of livestock, herders and herding dogs is resulting in increased habitat degradation,
displacement and mortalities (Damdinsuren et al. 2008, Barashkova and Smelansky 2011, Ross et al.
2012). Mineral exploitation and infrastructure developments have also increased substantially in Central
Asia increasing fragmentation throughout its core range (Selles 2013). PallasÕs Cat continues to be at
serious risk from a declining prey base due to pika and rodent control programmes and secondary
poisoning. A lack of range-wide data means there is little empirical bases on which to estimate
population size and status of PallasÕs Cat. However, based on low detection rates, increases in habitat
degradation and the species biological susceptibility to disturbance, populations are suspected to be
fragmented and to have declined by 10Ð15% over the past 11 years (three generations). The species is
listed as Near Threatened as it may qualify as Vulnerable under criterion C1 in the future when the
population size drops below 10,000 mature individuals (it is currently about 15,000). 

Previously Published Red List Assessments
2015 Ð Near Threatened (NT) Ð http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2015-2.RLTS.T15640A50657610.en

2008 Ð Near Threatened (NT)

2002 Ð Near Threatened (NT)

1996 Ð Lower Risk/least concern (LR/lc)

1994 Ð Insufficiently Known (K)

Geographic Range

Range Description:

The PallasÕs Cat primarily occurs within regions of montane grassland and shrubland steppe of Central
Asia, but is found as far west as Western Iran and previously extended into Armenia and Azerbaijan. The
core populations of PallasÕs Cat occur in Mongolia and China, where it occurs up to an elevation of 5,050
m on the Tibetan Plateau (Fox and Dorji 2007). In Russia, the PallasÕs Cat occurs along the border with
Mongolia and China in the Altai, Tyva, Buryatia Republics, and Zabaikalsky Krai (former Chita province)
(Koshkarev 1998, Barashkova et al. 2007). They are found in mountain steppe and semi desert foothills
in Kazakhstan but at a much lower density than Russia, Mongolia and China (Barashkova Unpublished
report). It is distributed within Eastern Kyrgyzstan but its status in the west of the country is currently
unknown (Snow Leopard Trust 2014, K. Zhumabai pers. comm. 2014). Populations in the southwest of
its range (the Caspian Sea region, Afghanistan and Pakistan) are diminishing, isolated and sparse
(Belousova 1993, Nowell and Jackson 1996, Habibi 2003, Hameed et al. 2014). Recent records from
Bhutan and Nepal also suggest its presence in the Himalayas but at a very low density (WWF 2012,
Thinley 2013, Shrestha et al. 2014). 
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Country Occurrence:
Native: Afghanistan; Azerbaijan; Bhutan; China (Beijing - Possibly Extinct, Nei Mongol, Ningxia, Qinghai,
Shaanxi, Sichuan, Tibet [or Xizang], Xinjiang); India (Jammu-Kashmir); Iran, Islamic Republic of;
Kazakhstan; Kyrgyzstan; Mongolia; Nepal; Pakistan; Russian Federation (Altay, Buryatiya, Chita, Tuva)

Possibly extinct: Armenia (Armenia)
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Distribution Map
Otocolobus manul
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